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My Lok p, 


( T a time when the affairs of this 
| A country were 1n the higheſt de- 
gree critical, when the nation, 

hau been brought almoſt to the brink of 
ruin by an adminiſtration, whoſe con- 
duct had rendered them the juſt objects 
of public execration, and of public pu- 
niſnment, your lordſhip was called to 
take a ſhare in the councils of your ſo- 
vereign, and placed in an elevated and 
B important 


| 84 
| important ſtation. Other noblemen and 
gentlemen, diſtinguiſhed for their abili- 
ties, and their ſteady oppoſition to the 
meaſures of the late miniſtry, were cal- 
| led into office at the ſame time; and 
| from your united efforts conſiderable ex- 
| pectations were formed, that the na- | 
tional calamities might at leaſt be in | 
ſome degree alleviated, that a plan of 
public economy might be adopted, and 
that ſome ſtop might be put to a war, 
which had been commenced in wicked- 
neſs and in folly, which had been carried 
on with the moſt wanton profuſion of 
dod and of treaſure, and by which 
Great Britain had been injured and diſ- 
graced beyond the example of any for- 
mer period. | 
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BuT though men flattered themſelves, 
when your lordſhip came into office, 
that you would co-operate with others 
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in promoting the intereſts of the nation, 
yet it was not in the Earl 'of Shelburne 
that the public chiefly repoſed their con- 
fidence. In the ſpeeches of your lord- 
ſhip in parliament, in oppoſition to the 
meaſures of the late adminiſtration, you 
had manifeſted a juſt ſenſe of the dan- 
gerous ſituation into which the nation 
i} had been brought by the American 
war, and of the neceſſity of public œco- 
nomy; you had pointed out, in very 
energetic language, the pernicious ten- 
dency of the influence of the crown 
and you had diſplayed a conſiderable 
\ knowledge of the political connex1ons, 
intereſts, and tranſactions of foreign na- 
| tions. But though you had thereby 
| rendered yourſelf conſpicuous in the 
[ houſe of peers, yet, from whatever cauſe 
| it proceeded, the public appear not to 
have had that confidence in the recti- 
tude of your intentions, and the up- 
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11 
rightneſs of your views, which they 
had in ſome others who engaged in the 
oppoſition. Your conduct, fince your 
entrance into power, has unhappily at- 
forded too much evidence, that the ſuſ- 
picion and diſtruſt of your lordſhip 


which had been entertained, were not - 


without foundation. 


Tux removal of the laſt iniquitous 
and moſt corrupt miniſtry, and the 
appointment of men in their ſtead who 
profeſſed principles totally oppoſite, and 
who had avowed an ardent attachment 
to the rights and liberties of the people, 
was a moſt important political revolu- 
tion. It was an event which the ſpirit 
of the nation ought long before to have 
effected, but which a concurrence of cir- 
cumſtances at length brought abont, 
when there - ſeemed little reaſon to form 


any ſuch expectation. It was, however, 


very 
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very early ſeen, that the ſtability of the 
new miniſtry depended upon their union; 
and ſome apprehenſions were formed of 
differences among them, on account of 


a known diverſity of ſentiment on cer- 


tain points. But it was hoped, that a 
regard to their common intereſt, and to 
the welfare of the nation, which could 
not be eſſentially promoted but by their 
unanimity, would prevent their having 
any ſuch open diſagreements, as would 
be injurious to the public ſervice. Nor 
was it expected, that the ambition of an 
individual, who was deſirous of obtain- 
ing an aſcendancy in the cabinet, would 
have deſtroyed the faireſt hopes that had 
been formed of important national be- 
nefits from the new adminiſtration. 


Tur death of the, late Marquis of 
RockiNGHAM, an event greatly to be 
lamented by the real friends to the beſt 

intereſts 


( 20 ] 
intereſts of this country, gave an oppor- 


tunity to your lordſhip to aim at ob- 
taining a more elevated ſtation ; and of 


convincing every intelligent obſerver, 


that your own aggrandizement was much 
more the object of your attention, than 
the welfare of your country; or than 
that union in the cabinet, among men 
of truly public principles, which could 
only effectuate the ſalvation of the na- 
tion, at a period of ſo much calamity 
and danger. Without the approbation 
of your colleagues in office, you haſtily 
and privately obtained from his majeſty 
a grant of the office of firſt lord of the 
treaſury; without appearing to give 
yourſelf much concern, whether this 
was an appointment agreeable to thoſe 
with whom you had hitherto acted, or 
whether they would continue to act 
under the arrangement which would be 
the reſult of your lordthip's elevation. 

This 
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This was a ſtep naturally calculated 
to deſtroy that union, without which 
the great intereſts of the people could 
not be promoted, and which therefore it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that your lordſhip 
would have taken, if you had been actu- 
ated by a ſincere attachment to the wel- 
fare of the nation, or if your own per- 
ſonal aggrandizement had not been the 
ultimate object of your aim. 


IT is pretended by your friends, 
that you had a juſt and reaſonable claim 
to the office you now hold, upon the 
death of the late Marquis of Rocking- 
ham, from your rank, abilities, and in- 
fluence, Admitting this to be your 
opinion, it might be very natural for 
you, when that unfortunate event hap- 
pened, to ſtate your pretenſions to the 
other noblemen and gentlemen, who 
were aſſociated with your lordſhip in 

the 
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the new adminiſtration. But if you had 
really been influenced by a regard to the 
intereſts of the public, you would cer- 
tainly have continued in the ſtation in 
which you were, when you found your 
removal to the treaſury diſagreeable to 
your colleagues, rather than the nation 
ſnould have loſt the ſervices of Mr. Fox 
and Mr. BuREKE, men who each of them 
poſſeſſed abilities much ſuperior to your 
own; or rather than have been the means 
of breaking up an adminiſtration, from 
which the public had formed ſuch flat- 
tering expectations. 


Bur it has been intimated, by your 
lordſhip and your friends, that if his 
majeſty thought proper to place you at 


the head of the treaſury, he had an un- 
doubted right to do it by virtue of his 


royal prerogative, nor had the reſt of 
his miniſters any right to oppoſe it. 
1 With 


( 23 ] 

With reſpect to his majeſty's preroga- 
tive, that will enable him at any time to 
make a peer of the weakeſt, moſt con- 
temptible, and moſt worthleſs man in 
his dominions, and to place him at. the 
head of the treaſury the next week. 
Thus far his majeſty's prerogative un- 
doubtedly extends; and the only ſecu- 
rity againſt ſuch an exertion of it, ex- 
cepting the royal wiſdom, is, that no 
perſons of rank or character would act 
with ſuch a man, and that it is not very 
probable that the parliament would grant 
ſupplies to ſuch a miniſter with much 
liberality. But the extent of the royal 
prerogative in this caſe is not a diſputed 
point, Your lordſhip, therefore, could 
have no intention to enlighten your au- 
ditors when you introduced this topic; 
but it might ſerve to throw ſome ob- 
ſcurity over the matter in debate; and 
you knew it to be a ſubject on which 

C the 
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the generality would not chooſe, from 
motives of delicacy or of policy, to ex- 
preſs themſelves with much perſpicuity. 
At all events, your declamation in ſup- 
port of the prerogative would certainly 
recommend you in one place; and, if 
it did not recommend you ſo much to 
your countrymen at large, or if it did 
not well harmonize with your former 
ſpeeches againſt the pernicious influence 
of the crown; yet, if it contributed to 
eſtabliſh you in the royal favour, and in 
the treaſury, the great objects of your 
ambition might poſſibly be attained. 
However this might be, when it is con- 
ſidered, that one great purpoſe for which 
the new miniſtry was formed, was to re- 
duce the enormous and pernicious in- 
fluence of the crown, it muſt be mani- 
feſt, that the manner in which your lord- 
ſhip obtained from his majeſty the office 
you poſſeſs, was a natural ground of 
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jealouſy and of diſtruſt to the reſt of 
your colleagues. Vour lordſhip has ſaid 


in parliament of ©: the ſyſtem of ſecret 


adviſers,” that it is © a baleful and ac- 


eurſed ſyſtem* .“ In this opinion, my 


lord, you have the concurrence of the 
wiſeſt and beſt men in this country; and 
their ardent wiſni is, that it —_— not be 
revived under K e 193 


aw * 


— 986 appears, that before the Si of 
the Marquis of Rockingham, your lord- 
ſhip had differed ſo much in opinion 
from other members of the cabinet, that 
Mr: Fox had expreſſed the greateſt un- 
willingneſs to act in concert with you, 
and had declared his intentions of re- 
ſigning. The principal point in conteſt 
was, the acknowledgment of the inde- 


TIO of America. Your: lordſhip 


Ad. » Almoy' $ Parliamentary Debates, vol. XV. p. 47- 
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declared, as a reaſon for hot acceding to 
this meaſure, that the ſun of Britain 
would be ſet for ever; when that event 
ſhould have taken place. This, my lord, 
was a very proper ſubject of conſidera» 
tion for the governmetit of this country 
ſome years ſince: but it is now much 
too late. Whatever degradation Great 
Britain may have ſuſtained by her ſepara- 
tion from America, the event has al- 
ready taken place. America 2 indepen- 
dent. We may as well debate whether 
the city of Calais, or the provinte of 
Normandy, ſhall now be confidered as 
part of the Britiſh empire, as whether 
the United colonies of America are nw 
to come under that deſcription. - The 
only point that can at preſent be debated 
is, whether the parliament of Great Bri- 
tain ſhall formally acknowledge that in- 
dependence ; whether they ſhall acknow- 
ledge a fact notorious to all the world, 

This 
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This acknowledgment appears neceſſary 
to our obtaining peace; but is in no re- 
ſpect neceſſary to aſcertain the fact. Thoſe 
weak, arbitrary, and violent meaſures, 
which have been adopted during the 
courſe of the preſent reign againſt the 
colonies of America, haye eſtabliſhed 
their independence beyond any poſſibi- 
lüty af prevention. Of this your lord- 
ſhip has too much underſtanding. not ta | 
de convinced; though you may affect a 
contrary opinion, from an idea that a 
compliance with royal prejudices is the 
beſt ann _— the royal i 
—— 71019 % fn 


70 ſuppoſe. that the inhabitants of | 
America, after the blood, and laughter, 
and devaſtation, which have marked the 
progreſs of the royal arms in that coun- 
try ; after they have ſucceſsfully reſiſted 


che maſt vigorous efforts, and the greateſt 
armaments, 
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1 8 ] 
armaments, that we have been able to 
employ againſt them; after they have 
captured two Britiſh generals, and two 
Britiſh armies; after the royal troops 
have been nearly driven from the conti- 
nent; and after the independence of 
the United States has been acknowledged 


by ſome of the firſt powers in Europe; 


to ſuppoſe, that after all this the Ameri- 
cans will again acknowledge the autho- 
rity of the king of Great Britain, and 
give up their independence, is one of the 
weakeſt and moſt abſurd imaginations 
that can enter into any human under- 
ſtanding. I cannot, therefore, conceive 
your lordſhip to be capable of it; or 
that you could advance ſuch a ſentiment 
for any other purpoſe, than that of pro- 
moting thoſe temporary views which were 
ſuggeſted by your ambition. 

Arx a period big with public danger, 
N and 


(as 1 

and public calamity, the diſſolution of a 
political confederacy, whoſe united efforts 
might have ſaved the nation, cannot be 
too much lamented, It was very na- 
tural for Mr. Fox, who will be allowed 
even by his enemies to poſſeſs no ordinary 
degree of penetration, to refuſe to continue 
in the adminiſtration, if a man were placed 
at the head of it, whoſe principles he 
had diſcovered to be in oppoſition to bis 
own, and hoſtile to the intereſts of the 
nation. But thoſe who have formed a 
juſt eſtimate of the great and compre- 
henſive talents of Mr. Fox, of his ener- 
getic eloquence, of his weight and in- 
fluence in parliament, and of the recti- 
tude of thoſe principles which he avows, 
and by which he appears to be actuated, 
muſt conſider his removal from office as 
a great national evil. That your efforts 
in the cauſe of the public, that your par- 
liamentary exertions were in any degree 

to 
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to be compared with thoſe of Mr. Fox, 
will hardly be pretended by the moſt 
partial of your lordſhip's friends. But 
there was an openneſs, a manlineſs in 
Mr. Fox's character, which rendered 
him no favourite in the cloſet. He 
could not ſtoop to the mean arts of flat- 
tery ; he was no adept in courtly adula- 
tion. In theſe qualities your lordſhip 
had manifeſtly and greatly the advan- 
tage. 


Tux avidity with which your lordſhip 
graſped at the firſt office of power and of 
influence, regardleſs of the ſentiments 
of your colleagues; the ſedulous induſtry 
with which you courted royal favour, 
and the zeal which you diſplayed in ſap- 
port of royal prerogative, notwithſtand- 
ing your recent declamations againſt the 
pernicious and ruinous influence of the 
crown ; the cool indifference with which 


you 
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you ſaw yourſelf deſerted by men of the 
moſt ſplendid talents, and in whom the 
public had placed the greateſt confidence 
theſe were circumſtances ſtrikingly cha- 
racteriſtic of diſpoſitions, totally repug= 
nant to thoſe of genuine patriotiſm. It 
might be ſuppoſed, that the reſignation 
of Mr. Fox was too precipitate ; but 
this meaſure might ariſe from views of 
the moſt laudable nature, untinctured 
by perſonal animoſity, or by any intereſt- 
ed or ambitious motives. He might be 
induced to take this ſtep from a full con- 
viction, that a new ſyſtem of ſecret in- 
fluence was commencing, under the au- 
fpices of your lordſhip, and that you 
were engaged in the ſupport of meaſures 
pernicious to the beſt intereſts of your 
country, His conduct might be the re- 
ſult of virtue, and of a real and ardent 
attachment to the public welfare; but 
who can aſſign any other motives for 


D your 
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your eagerneſs to gain poſſeſſion of the 
treaſury, but thoſe of ſelfiſhneſs and of 
ambition? We may alſo alk, whether 
any but a prerogative miniſter, whether 
any but a miniſter who thought to main- 
tain his ground by flattering the prince, 
would dare to threaten the council, or 
the parliament, with a revival, or exer- 
tion of the royal negative? When a 
conduct like this is adopted by a mi- 
niſter, juſt brought into power upon 
great and public principles, and who had 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by loud complaints 
againſt the influence of the crown, is 
there not the utmoſt reaſon for ſuſpi- 
cion and diſtruſt, and for apprehending 
a treacherous deſertion of the great in- 
zereſts of the people? 


Ir has been one of the misfortunes 
attendant on your lordſhip, that your 
intrigues have been the means of lower- 


ing 


L031 
ing the general opinion of two gentlemen, 
of whom the public have for ſome years 
thought very highly. Your friendſhip 
may have contributed to enrich them, 
but it has been with ſome diminution 
of character. I refer to the penſions 
which you procured for colonel Barre 
and lord Aſhburton ; and of which you 
endeavoured to make the marquis of 
Rockingham appear the author. But 
notwithſtanding your lordſhip's dexteri- 
ty, the public have been undeceived upon 
that ſubject. As to colonel Barre, I ac- 
knowledge the merit and parliamentary 
ſervices of that gentleman ; but no man 
can reaſonably expect to retain the cha- 
racter of a diſintereſted patriot, if he 
eagerly embraces the firſt opportunity of 
being repaid all that he has loſt by that 
public ſpirit, by which he might for- 
merly be diſtinguiſhed. The colonel 
was put into poſſeſſion of a lucrative 

Wn place; 


1241 
place; and ſhould therefore have been 
content without a penſion, though his 
place might not render him quite ſo rich, 
as he might have been if he had always 
voted as former miniſters would have 
directed him. The acquiſition of great 
wealth, and of a high reputation for pa- 
triotiſm, are not often to be expected by 
the ſame man. He who is ſolicitous to 
obtain the former, muſt generally be con- 
tent to relinquiſh the latter. As to Mr. 
DuxxixG, it required neither Grecian, 
nor Roman virtue, in a man who had 
accumulated ſo large a fortune by his 
profeſſion, to promote the intereſts of 


his country without a penſion. If the 


dignity of the peerage could not be ſup- 
ported without a penſion, that acuteneſs 
of underſtanding by which Mr. Dunning 
has always been diſtinguiſhed, ſhould 
have taught him, that the title of Lord 
Aſhburton, when accompanied with a 
penſion, 


3 

penſion, would not be an acceſſion of 
dignity, but a real degradation. But this 
is a ſubject on which I am not diſpoſed 
to dwell; the merits of Mr. Dunning 
as a conſtitutional lawyer, and his im- 
portant parliamentary ſervices, have de- 
fervedly raiſed him high in the eſtima- 
tion of his country; and I am ſorry 
that their luſtre ſhould in any degree 
have been tarniſhed, by his deſcent into 
a Peerage. 


Tur concurrence in theſe penſions, 
and the defence of them, appear to me 
to be the moſt cenſurable part of the 
conduct of Mr. Fox and of Mr. Burke, 
during the ſhort time that they were in 
adminiſtration. It was probably a ſa- 
crifice that was made to peace, and to 
your lordſhip ; but it was a facrifice that 
ought not to have been made. They 
ſhould have had the firmneſs to reſiſt 
; every 


1 
every meaſure of this kind, and not have 
6 been led to countenance any thing of ſo 
i ö ql! exceptionable a nature, either by complai- 
1 ſance to your lordſhip, and your friends, 
or by any pecſonal eſteem for the gentle- 
men on whom the penſions were con- 
ferred. A miniſtry brought in on great 
and public principles, ſhould have ad- 
hered to thoſe principles; and not have 
hazarded their credit with the nation, 
by conferring penſions even on the moſt 
meritorious of their friends. It was of 


infinite importance to maintain their re- 
putation with the people; and this could 
hardly be done, by giving penſions to 
ſome of their own party, almoſt as ſoon 
as they came into office. The gentle- 
men on whom theſe penſions were con- 
ferred were, indeed, the more immediate 
friends of your lordſhip ; but the whole 
of the new adminiſtration naturally in- 
curred ſome part of the public cenſure 

5 on 


n & = 1 EI Rey £5 fo "LIC 
ee Bt Yy 2 


1 
on the occaſion. If there were any ho- 
nourable method by which penſions 
might have been conferred on Mr. Barrè 
and Mr. Dunning, as a reward for their 
public ſervices, the merit of which I am 


in no reſpect inclined to leſſen, it muſt 


have been by a vote of parliament, in a 
manner fimilar to that lately beſtowed 
on Mr. Grattan by the parliament of Ire- 
land. But grants of this kind by mi- 
niſters only, and by miniſters whoſe elo- 
quence againſt penſions was ſo ſtrongly 
in every man's memory, and to gentle- 
men who had themſelves diſplayed equal 
eloquence on the ſame ſubject, were not 
likely to increaſe the public confidence in 
the new adminiſtration, or to convince 
mankind that their principles and con- 
duct were perfectly ſuitable to their 1 


feſſions. 


Ox circumſtance which has contri- 
buted 
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buted to prevent the nation from wholly 
deſpairing, that ſome meaſures might be 
adopted beneficial tothe kingdom; though 
your lordſhip preſides in the adminiſtra- 
tion, is, that ſuch men as the Duke of 
Richmond, Lord Camden, and Lord 
Keppel, ſtill remain in office. It cannot, 
indeed, be expected, that theſe noblemen 
will continue to a& in concert with 
you, if they ſee you openly promoting 
meaſures ruinous to the nation. But 
they may continue in office, till they diſ- 
cover it abſolutely neceſſary to quit all 
connexion with you, and then find too 
late, that they have contributed to the 
promotion of your deſigns, and to the 
eſtabliſnment of your power; and that 
they have unintentionally been the means 
of injuring their country. As to the 
Doxx or Ricamond, the general tenor 
of his conduct in parliament has given 
him a juſt claim to public confidence 
and 
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applauſe. He has laboured with great 
zeal, with great ability, and with inde- 
fatigable induſtry, to promote the na- 
tional intereſts; free from ariſtocratic 
prejudices, he has nobly ſupported the 
rights of the people at large; and has 
exerted himſelf, in a manner that muſt 
ever be remembered to his honour, to 
procure a more juſt and equal parliamen- 


tary repreſentation. as; 


Warn Mr. Fox retired from admini- 
ſtration, your lordſhip was naturally 


apprehenſive of a powerful oppoſition 


in parliament ; and you diſcovered no 


ordinary ſhare of 1kill in political ma- 
nœuvres, when you prevailed on Mr. 
WiLL1am PITT to take a part in the 


new miniſtry, as now formed ; by which 
he might be induced to enter the liſts 
with Mr. Fox, and thereby afford your 
lordſhip ſome aſſiſtance and ſupport 

E againſt 
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againſt the vigorous attacks of that very 
formidable orator. It can, indeed, be 
no wonder, that ſo young a man as Mr, 
Pitt, however ſplendid his talents, ſhould 
have been brought over to enliſt under 
the banners of your lordſhip. Admit- 
ting him to be actuated by the pureſt 
motives, he could not be ſuppoſed to be 
a match for that art and dexterity, of 
which you are known to be ſo great a 
maſter. Whatever your intentions might 
be, you doubtleſs gave them the moſt 
plauſible appearance: and it muſt be 
flattering to young ambition, to be cal- 
led to fill ſo important an office in the 
ſtate, as that which he now holds at ſo 
early a period of life. The time may 
poſſibly arrive, when he will not conſider 
his connexion with your lordſhip as a 
fortunate circumſtance for his reputa- 
tion: but, at all events, I hope that his 
future conduct will not diſgrace his ta- 

lents 
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lents and his deſcent. Should he find, 
that he is brought into power only to 


promote the ambitious deſigns of others, 
and to ſupport that SECRET INFLUENCE 


of which his noble father fo pathetically 


complained, that ſecret influence which 
has made ſuch rapid ſtrides towards the 
deſtruction of this country ; whenever he 
ſhall have made this diſcovery, it may rea- 
ſonably be hoped, that he will inſtanta- 
neouſly quit ſuch connexions, which 
muſt be ſo dangerous to his honour and 
his fame, and adopt ſuch a line of con- 
duct as will be worthy of the ſon of the 
illuſtrious CuaTHam: In one meaſure, 
of great national importance, he has al- 
ready pledged himſelf to the public ; and 
cannot deſert the intereſts of the people 
without a total forfeiture of his reputa- 
tion. I will not, therefore, ſuppoſe this 
poſſible ; but ſhall preſume that we may 
reſt aſſured, that a bill for a more equal 

E 2 repreſentation 
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repreſentation of the people will receive 
from Mr. Prrr the moſt unequivocal, 
firm, and vigorous ſupport. 


Tux preſent parliamentary repreſenta- 
tion of this country is ſo extremely par- 
tial and inadequate, that it requires an 
immediate and ſubſtantial reform; and 
no object can be more worthy of the at- 
tention of the people at large, nor is 
there any which they ought more ar- 
dently and ſteadily to labour to attain, 
than a more equal repreſentation. The 
difficulties, which are ſometimes urged 
reſpecting this great buſineſs, have in 
them much more of imagination, than 
of reality. They are either ſtarted by 
the timid and the indolent, or by artful 
men who diſlike the meaſure, but who 
have too ſtrong a conviction of its recti- 
tude, to venture to oppoſe it openly and 
explicitly. If your lordſhip ſnould ſin- 

cerely 
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cerely employ the influence you have 
obtained with his majeſty, in the pro- 
motion of this great and important na- 
tional object, it will contribute, beyond 
any thing elſe, to reſtore you to the con- 
fidence of your country. 


As the removal of Mr. Fox from office 

15 a public evil, in the ſame light muſt 
be conſidered the loſs of Mr. EDMUND 
Bukke. That gentleman poſſeſſes ſuch 
a ſplendour of genius, he has diſplayed 
ſuch an extent of knowledge, and ſuch 
uncommon powers of eloquence, as have 
long excited the general admiration. 
Nor 1s he entitled to leſs eſteem for the 
qualities of his heart, than for thoſe of 
his underſtanding. It 1s, however, to 
be regretted, that this amiable man, this 
elegant and claſſic orator, ſhould not be 
more a friend to ſhortening the duration 
of parliament, and equalizing the repre- 
ſentation 
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ſentation of the people, than he has been 
generally ſuppoſed. He ſeems too much 
under the influence of ariſtocratic pre- 
judices, though the uniform integrity 
of his conduct entitles him to our ful- 
lleſt confidence in the rectitude of his 
„  » » intentions. Whatever may be his defects, 
„ {+ they are ſo much over-balanced by his 
merits, that his removal from power 1s 
greatly to be lamented ; and if public 
- ſervices, hitherto unrewarded, are to 
be recompenſed by penſions, no man 
can have a better claim than Mr. Burke. 
When colonel Barrè took poſſeſſion of 
the office of paymaſter of the forces, it 
is natural to ſuppoſe, that he muſt feel 
ſomewhat aukward at the recollection, 
that the late paymaſter had neither place 
nor 3 


— 


Bur if Mr. Fox and Mr. Burks have 
| ceaſed to form any part of the admini- 


d 


ſtration 


I 
ſtration of this country, your lordſhip 
has procured a very induſtrious and diſ- 
tinguiſhed aſſociate in the Loxp-Abvo- 
CATE OF SCOTLAND. Great as the in- 
feriority of his talents may be to theirs, 
he is ſuperior to either of them in tracta- 
bility. Your lordſhip cares leſs about 


men, than about meaſures; and he will 
be as indifferent about meaſures as your 
lordſhip can be about men, You may 


acquire political philoſophy from each 
other; but it is hoped, that a regard to 
your mutual intereſt will not be forgot- 
ten. We may at leaſt anſwer for the 
Lord Advocate, that he will not forget 
his own, This being ſecured, he will 
not be inflexible in other points: and 
it may be extremely uſeful to your lord- 
{hip to have an aſſociate of ſuch commo- 
dious pliability, 


— —— Qi ſemper, & omni 
Nocte diegue poteſt alienum ſumere vultum. 
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IT is alſo one of the excellencies of 
this great lawyer, that he has not © weak 
* nerves *; and will not deſert, for 
flight circumſtances, any cauſe in which 
his employers may think proper to en- 
gage him. Should the moſt improvident 


and extravagant terms be agreed to for a 


public loan, he can maintain, as he did in 
behalf of lord North, in oppoſition to Sir 
George Savile, that the miniſter had not 
* made a corrupt bargain for any bad pur- 
* poſe, but had acted with all poſſible in- 
* tegrity and induſtry, and to the advan- 
* tage of the public +.” He can prove, that 
it is juſt, and reaſonable, and proper, that 
a miniſter ſhould be partial to his friends 
in the diſtribution of a public loan. 
© A miniſter muſt be a mere lump of 
ice, diveſted of paſſions, of friendſhip 


* id. Almon's Parliamentary Regiſter, vol. II, of the 
preſent Parliament, p. 346, 347» 


+ Ibid. p. 345+ 
| & and 


OH 


and feeling, could he ſurmount this 
*« kind of partiality *.“ Should any ſteps 
be taken to leſſen the public expenditure, 
or to regulate the expences of the crown, 
Mr. Dundas can maintain, that the c1- 
vil liſt revenue is * a poſitive freehold,” 
and a * perſonal eſtate;” and that we 
ought not © to lay violent hands upon 
e property the moſt ſacred ;” or to abo- 
* liſh places which had been created by 
te the wiſdom of our forefathers +.” He 
can aſſert, that a vote of parhament 
againſt the influence of the crown would 
be © replete with danger to the con- 
ce ſtitution 4.“ He can oppoſe laying 

an account of penſions before parlia- | 


Vid. Almon's Parliamentary Regiſter, vol. II. of the 
preſent Parliament, p. 348. 


+ Speech of the Lord-advocate on the fecond reading of 
Mr. Burke's bill, Parliam. Reg. p. 48. 


{ Lord-advocate's ſpeech in oppoſition to Mr. Dunning's 
motion, Parliam, Reg. vol, XVII. p. 466. 
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ment“: and ſhould any propoſals be 
made for an inquiry into naval tranſ- 
actions, he can prove, that this is very 
unfit and ;mproper ; becauſe there are 
« many incidents and circumſtances in 
te the navy, which the Houſe of Com- 
* mons ought not to inquire into .“ 
He can alſo harangue upon the dangers 
that attend public meetings of the 
people; and can call upon parliament to 
ſuppreſs county aſſociations F. 


IT was obſerved by lord Maitland, in 
the houſe of commons, in the debate on 
the petition from the county-delegates, 
that the doctrines laid down by the lord- 
advocate, in his ſpeech in oppoſition to 


Vid. his ſpeech in oppoſition to Sir Geo. Savile's motion 
for ay, the liſt of penſions before purliament, 
Parliam. Reg. vol. XVII. p. 137. | 

+ Speech of the Lord-advocate, Feb. 19, 1781. Parham, 
Reg. vol. XVIII. p. 511, 


$ Ibid. p. 283. 
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„ 
the reception of that petition, were ſuch, 
as, he truſted, “ would never be ſuffered 


* to paſs without indignation or con- 
t tempt. They were hoſtile to the 


foundations of Britiſh freedom, and as 


* contrary to law as they were to the 
* conſtitution *.” Yet this man your 


lordſhip has ſele&ed, as one of the de- 
fenders of your meaſures, and his ad- 


miſſion into office is one of the firſt fruits 
of your adminiſtration. You have been 


the means of depriving the nation of the 
ſervices of Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke; but 
you have made ample recompence by 


the introduction into power of Hexry 


DuNpas. 


Mz. Fox has fometimes drawn the 
character of your new aſſociate in pretty 
ſtrong colours. In one of his ſpeeches, 


fSpeech of the Lord- advocate, Feb. 19, 1781. Parham. 
Reg. vol. XVIII. p. 241. 


F 2 he 


pl 
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he ſaid of him, that he was one of thoſe 
men © whoſe inflammatory harangues 
* had led the nation, ſtep by ſtep, from 
violence to violence, in that inhuman 
© unfeeling ſyſtem of blood and maſſacre, 
© which every honeſt man muſt deteſt, 
© which every good man muſt abhor, 
“and every wiſe man condemn .“ In 
truth, my lord, your bringing this gen- 
tleman into office, ſo ſoon after your 
elevation to the treaſury, and the avowal 
which that appointment implied of your 
want of ſuch a defender, and ſuch an aſ- 
ſiſtant, or of your being under ſome ſe- 
cret influence not favourable to the inte- 
reſts of your country, afford an evidence 
of your own principles not very equivo- 
cal. No honeſt miniſter could have any 
occaſion for ſuch an advocate, If it were 
necellary for the ſake of national impar- 


+ Parliam, Reg. vol. XVI. p. 123. 


tiality, 
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tiality, that ſome natives of Scotland 
ſhould be brought into office, on the 
formation of a new adminiſtration, ſuch 
men as lord Stair, or lord Maitland, 
ought to have been introduced, men who 
had evinced ſome attachment to the com- 


mon intereſts of the country, and not 
one of the moſt zealous and active de- 
fenders of the worſt meaſures of the laſt 
miniſtry, 


HowevER your lordſhip may flatter 
yourſelf on the addreſs and dexterity which 
have characterized your political in- 
trigues, it is not probable that they will 
be finally ſucceſsful. It 1s not eaſy, my 
Lord, for the moſt artful man to deceive 
long. It may be inſinuated by your 
friends, and favourites, and flatterers, 
that Mr. Fox's reſignation, becauſe he 
would not act in concert with you, ori- 
ginated in ambition. But no ſophiſtry 

can 
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can make 1t even plauſible, that your 
conduct was the reſult of patriotiſm. It 
might be neceſſary for Mr. Fox to reſign, 
in order to give a ſignal to the nation, 
that the old ſyſtem was reviving. But 
no motives of a public nature could 
have induced your lordſhip to divide the 
cabinet, that you might obtain the firſt 
ſeat at the board of treaſury. If Mr. 
Fox found, that the principles upon 
which you acted in the cabinet, whilſt 
ſecretary of ſtate, were ſo inconſiſtent 
with the real intereſts of the nation, as 
to induce him repeatedly to declare his 
intentions of reſigning, his unwillingneſs 
to continue in adminiſtration with you 
muſt be naturally increaſed, when he faw 
you placed at the head of the treaſury, 
by which you would neceſſarily gain a 
great acceſſion of weight and of influ- 
ence ; and by which you might be ena- 
bled to defeat thoſe meaſures, which he 

5 conſidered 


To 

- conſidered as eſſential to the ſalvation of 
the nation. I am far from ſuppoſing 
Mr. Fox to be deſtitute of ambition ; he 
makes no ſuch pretenſions ; but I hope, 


that his ambition is perfectly conſiſtent 


with the welfare of his country ; and 
that he has a juſt ſenſe of the value of 
that fame which he has already ob- 
tained, and of that affection and re- 
gard with which he is viewed by his 
countrymen; for the loſs of which, no- 
thing in the power of kings to beſtow 
can be a compenſation. 


Yov, my Lord, had an opportunity 
of acquiring that fair fame which 1s 
the reward of virtue, and which vice, 
however decorated by titles or by rib- 
bands, never can obtain. That oppor- 
tunity, I fear, you have loſt for ever. 
You may have gained the favour of the 
King; but you have made an ill bar- 

gain, 
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gain, if you have purchaſed it by de- 


ſerting the cauſe of your country, and 
by the ſacrifice of your honour, and 
your conſcience. If your lordſhip has 
become the prime inſtrument in the 
revival and ſupport of that s:creT 
INFLUENCE, to which this country owes 
ſo many of its calamities, it is not 
eaſy to ſtate a greater degree of moral 
or politzcal criminality. 


Bur I leave you, my Lord, to your 
own reflections. Your own heart will 
beſt inform you, whether you have 
been influenced by any principles of 
virtue, or of public ſpirit, or merely 
by motives of private intereſt or am- 
bition. If you have been actuated only 
by the latter, if you have abandoned 
the cauſe of the public, if you have ſa- 
crificed the welfare of your country, to 
obtain a greater portion of royal favour, 

no 


2 


Wn. 


no fituation can confer dignity upon 
you, You may be flattered by the vain, 
the venal, and the intereſted ; but you 
will for ever forfeit the eſteem and regard 
of men of virtue, of the friends of free- 
dom and their country ; you will be ex- 
ecrated by the preſent age, and by poſte- 
rity. 


I am, 


My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's, &c; 
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